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UPCOMING SPRING EVENS
& PROGRAMS

wenneons | SPING IS N the Air!

Recreational Program
Boxing

March 14
Team Building Field Trip:
Paintball

March 15
Toronto Raptors vs.
Indiana Pacers

March 17
Recreational Program
Volleyball

March 18
March Break Movie Madness

March 19
Disney On Ice:
Worlds of Fantasy

March 21, April 4, 25
Group Mentoring Program
Basketball

March 25
YLC Meet ON

April
ING Easter Celebration

April 12
Toronto Raptors vs.
Philadelphia 76ers
April 24
YAY Mentors/Staff Volleyball |nS|de Thls |Ssue

UPCOMING 2009 EVENTS

Message from the CEO
Volunteer&%%?eciation Past 2009 Events

Event Program Updates
June 13 Upcoming 2009 Events

YAY Family Picnic

New 2009 Programs
New Matches

August 22 -24 Staﬁ Corr.]?r
YAY Camping Trip OppOI‘tunltles

July
Canadads WondeM!| and




A Message From Sally -Spencer, YAY President & CEO

Everything we do at YAY revolves around helping children, youth, the families we ser
our community to improve the quality of life. Our organization delivers on that mission
mentorship experiences, programs and events, collaborations and partnerships, and
outreach initiatives that make this organization an indispensable part of life throughout
GTA, York Region and DuffeReel Area. We are constantly growing and changing to
the needs of the community. The YAY Team and Board Members are working hard to
your needs by supporting and investing in the future of young people by keeping them on the right
In this issue of our newsletter, we are pleased to feature our current and new programs, exciting
upcoming events and highlight some of the work we are doing for and with children and youth in t
community. | am looking forward to a year of continued success and keeping our strong moment

going.

Thank you for allowing us to serve you.

YAY SKIING TRIP FOR MENTORS

On Friday January 23YAY hosted its first Mentors only event for 2009 at the Earl
Bales Ski & Snowboard Centre. Mentors and YAY Staff ventured off to one of the
few ski hills in Toronto for a ski and snowboard excursion. Many learned how to
ski and snowboard for the first time before heading down the slopes and having
some fun. This event was a great team building experience and opportunity to

: “= make new friends, bond with fellow Mentors and enjoy the great outdoors. The
weather was beautiful and it was nice to get together and regroup after the holidays.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH CONFERENC

On Saturday February"7YAY and North York Central
Library recognized Black History Month with a FREE
day conference. Youth ages 12 and up participated i
workshops delivered by inspirational guest speakers
Dwayne Morgan from Up From The Roots, Stacey
T 7723 McKenzie from Walk This Way Workshops, ANfagie Woods aka Amani from
‘ b < [Imam Enterprises, Torontbased writer/producer, Charles Officer, and teen actor,
X' Ba Daniel J. Gordon, of NURSE. FIGHTER.BOY, a CFC (Canadian Film Centre) Featu

This event was hosted by Jeni from the new FLOW 93.5FM and the music for the
day was provided by James Redi from Valid Point Productions. We were truly
pleased with the outcome of this conference and the opportunity to learn from
these inspirational speakers that continue to contribute to our community.

2




GROUP MENTORING PROGRAICARBOROUGH EAST

N YAY resumed itsdweekly basketball program at St.

B Maria Goretti Catholic School in January. The stimulating
mix of athletics and education has proven to keep our
youth engaged while learning new skills and having fun.
This program promotes physical activity while teaching
leadership, life skills, cooperative team play, mentorship,
balanced eating and a positive setiage for young male
and female children aged®14 years. Some of the

special events and activities include educational
workshops, the annual Chris Bosh Foundation Quiz Bowl,
- attending Toronto Raptor Basketball Games and
participating in tournaments around the city.

YOUTH RECREATIONRDBRAM GTA

YAY launched its Boxing and Volleyball Program in January. These recreational activities are initiatives that
include the Toronto Police Department helping the youth learn new skills and stay in shape at the same time

The Boxing Program takes place at the Harbourfront Community Centre every Saturday frorg 12mm
Miranda Jollymore joins forces with the Toronto Police Department to teach youth the art of boxing. This
powerful weekly program instills confidence in youth while putting them in the best shape of their lives.
Miranda and the Toronto Police serve as powerful mledels, who ensure a fun and safe environment.

The Volleyball Program takes place at the North Beach Volleyball Cemtexkly Tuesdays from 5pm
7pm. The Toronto Police Department facilitates this exciting program. It is a great opportunity for youth to
develop new skills, while sinking their toes in the sand and having lots of fun!




AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

YAY launched its Newcomer Afteéchool Program in

January at Oakridge Junior Public School & Highfield Junior
School. This is weekly program runs Tuesday and Wednes-
day from 3:15pnt; 5:15pm. The program consists of Tu-
toring and Recreation.

For more information please contact Cristiane Drumond at
416.932.1919 x 244 cdrumond@yay.org

SADDLE UP FOR SUCCESS!

Saddle Up for Success is awé@ek therapeutic program for
youth that runs three to four times a year. There are 6 youth
and 3 York Region Police Officers involved in the program.
The goal of the program is to assist with the overall growth
and development of youth and give them an opportunity to
build their selfesteem and confidence through animal as-
sisted therapy. It encourages discipline and provides a posi-
tive new outlook with instruction in grooming, trotting and
cleaning tack. The officers drive the children from their
schools to the stable and home. The officers even take riding
lessons with the young people which results in building a positive relationship between the officers and the
children. If you live in the Etobicoke and York Region area, and arenagpcl youth interested in riding,
learning basic equine information and having fun, this program is for you. Saddle Up will be resuming for the
GTA area in April and for York Region area in May 20009.
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