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U PCOMING 

EV ENTS  

Indoor Rock Climbing  

November 29th        

Matches Only  

Toronto Police Associa-

tion Seasonôs Greetings  

Party                             

November 29th                 

Pre-Matches//Matches/ 

Families  

Gingerbread Cookie  

Workshop                                 

Dec. 6th                               

Matches Only  

Holiday Movie Screening  

December 17th       

Matches/Pre -Matches/ 

Families  

ING Christmas Party    

Dec. 20th                           

Pre-Matches/Matches  

2009 Upcoming Events  

Toronto Raptors Game 

January 2nd                    

Pre-Matches/Matches  

Group Mentoring Project 

January 10th                             

Pre-Matches Only  

Royal Ontario Museum - 

January 17th                     

Pre-Matches/Matches  

YAY Skiing Trip            

January 23rd                     

Mentors Only  



Success on the top of a 

saddle can give a kid the 

confidence to take on a life-

time of challenges. 

       Three officers from 23 

Division are learning to ride 

horses alongside young peo-

ple as part of the Saddle Up 

for Success program.  

       ñIt takes away their fear 

of new challenges because 

they just conquered a new 

skill set,ò said YAY CEO 

Sally Spencer. ñIt increases 

their self-esteem because 

they have had an opportu-

nity to learn a new skill that 

many others in their 

neighbourhood have never 

had.ò said Spencer.  

       Since 2002, over 200 

YAY kids have experienced 

the program but this one is 

unique because the kids 

come from 23 Division, 

where Constable. Robin 

Harvey, Barbara Skolly, and 

Stephanie Beach work. 

        ñThe officers are learn-

ing the same techniques as 

the kids and making the 

same errors they do.ò said 

Spencer. 

 

Spencer who looked 

on as officers and 

kids were told to keep 

their backs straight, their 

heels down 

and hands 

on the reins 

at all times 

by Raynham 

Sablesô in-

structors. ñIt 

breaks the 

barriers 

down for kids because of 

the fear of officers and 

dislike of the uniform.ò 

       She said ñitôs not 

only at-risk kids who 

have gotten in trouble 

with police, but also 

those new to the country 

who wouldnôt trust police 

in their native lands.ò 

  Harvey admitted to 

being scared of the im-

posing animals but got 

over her fears, alongside 

the teenagers. 

       ñThe kids see itôs 

okay to try something 

theyôre scared of, or to 

try something new and 

challenging.ò said Har-

vey.  

       One child wouldnôt 

go into the barn the first 

week but, in week three, 

he was in the saddle, if 

Harvey still walked be-

side him. 

       ñIôm so proud he got 

on the horseðhis 

mother wonôt believe 

me.ò said Harvey. ñHe 

couldnôt stand the smell 

of the barn and hated 

horses two weeks ago.ò 

       Deandre 

Simpson 12, who 

was eager to go 

faster and faster 

as the group 

learned to bring 

the horses to a 

trot. 

       ñWeôve 

learned the way you 

groom, and the way you 

sit.ò Simpson said. ñI 

want to go fast.ò 

       Harvey said that 

giving the Rexdale kids a 

unique opportunity gives 

them confidence in new 

situations. 

      ñThey get used to 

talking to new and differ-

ent people and learn 

responsibility.ò Harvey 

said. ñMany of them 

havenôt been outside of 

their communities .ò 

ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ 
okay to try some-
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜ 
of, or to try some-
thing new and 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎέ 
- Const. Robin Harvey 

            

 

A Message 

from Sally Spencer 
 

 

 

 

 

YAY President & CEO 

 
This is an exciting time at 
Youth Assisting Youth! As 

we embark on a New Year, 
I hope each of you take the 
opportunity during the holi-

day season to relax and 
spend time with friends 

and family. I extend best 
wishes to each and every 
one of you for a peaceful 

and joyous holiday season 
and a healthy prosperous 

2009!  
 
 

Have a Happy Holidays! 
 

 

Saddle Up for Success  



Come and experience the thrill of rock climbing at the world 

famous Joe Rockheadôs!  This once in a lifetime event will 

teach YAY youths and mentors all the basic fundamentals 

of rock climbing. You will get harnessed up and scale the 

mini mountains of Joe Rockheadôs!  Joe Rockheadôs offers 

over 22,000 square feet of artificial rock surfaces in a fun, 

safe and controlled environment.  Donôt miss out on this 

opportunity to soar to new heights while challenging yourself both mentally and 

physically! Space is limited so sign up NOW.  

 

Join YAY and the Toronto Police Association on November 29th 

2008 for their annual Childrenôs Seasonôs Greetings Party.  This 

festive celebration will give all YAY members the opportunity to 

meet each other and celebrate the holidays. Gifts and other festive 

rewards will be given to all attendees.  Donôt miss out on this great opportunity to 

celebrate the holiday season with YAY and the Toronto Police!  

Toronto Police Seasonõs Greetings Party 

 Gingerbread Cookie Workshop  

                                   Rock Climbing At Joe Rockheadõs 

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS    

JOIN OUR YOUTH  
LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE!  

 

This group of dedicated 
Youth Volunteers will 
meet monthly to help   
organize events and  

contribute to the      
newsletter for YAY.  

   Throughout the years, 
the YLC has been re-
sponsible for planning 
activities, helping facili-

tate events, representing 
YAY in media interviews, 
and advocating on behalf 
of the agency.  The YLC 
continues to make a big 

impact because the 
events created are for 

Youth by Youth.    
 

If you are interested in 
this amazing opportunity 
contact Andre Blenman 
@ 416.932.1919 x 231 - 
ablenman@yay.org   or 

Nader Driver @ 416-932-
1919 ext. 270 ï 

ndriver@yay.org   
  

                                               Holiday Movie Screening  
Join YAY for a special Holiday Movie Screening of The Santa 

Clause. When Santa Claus gets killed in a freak accident after be-

ing startled on the rooftop of a house, it looks like Christmas is ru-

ined. But fortunately, just before his death, the jolly, gift-giver 

passed the torch to ad executive Scott Calvin (Tim Allen), who fin-

ishes the job of bestowing holiday cheer on all.  

We will be having a pizza party, drinking eggnog and singing 

Christmas carols with YAY families and friends during this holiday 

screening. We might even a get a visit from a special friend!!!  

Join YAY as we learn one of the most important aspects of 

survival ï How to Cook for yourself.  The festive season is 

here and we will be baking gingerbread cookies and decorat-

ing our own personal pizza and putting it in the oven too.  

Light  refreshments will be provided. 

mailto:ablenman@yay.org
mailto:ndriver@yay.org

